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John Bankhead Magruder – A Military Reappraisal – By: Thomas M. 
Settles…I have, in the past, thought of “Prince John Magruder” as the 
George Armstrong Custer of the south; Egotistical, brash, self-aggrandizing, 
and certainly lacking in the common senses. I was wrong, not about 
Custer… About John Magruder. I was very wrong! To my knowledge, no 
one has written a truly definitive biography of John Bankhead Magruder – 
until now! Author Thomas M. Settles provides us with just such an 
account! Myths are exposed, exaggerations reduced and falsehoods put to 
the test! In they’re place? A most thoughtful, intelligent and comprehensive 
work! Edward Cotham, Jr., author of “Sabine Pass, The Confederacy’s 
Thermopylae,” states…”A biography with the rare feat of being both 
entertaining and meticulously researched!” To understand and appreciate 
John Magruder, you should have this book. Thomas M. Settles’ research is 
meticulous!  
Louisiana State University Press, Baton Rouge 70808 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


